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STATE FOR INR/OIL/B AND LOS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PLOS PINT 

SUB J : BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON PNG DELEGATE TO LOS CONFERENCE 

REF: A) STATE 23701, B) RIDDLE/EASTON LETTER IAN 14,1977 

1 . BIOGRAPHIC DATA FOLLOWS ON GEOFFREY PRESTON MOSSISON 
DABB, PNG DELEGATE TO LOS CONFERENCE: 

BORN: GEELONG, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA, OCT 17,1938; 

MARRIED (1968)- NO CHILDREN. 

EDUCATED: GEELONG GRAMMAR SCHOOL AND MELBOURNE 
UNIVERSITY (BACHELOR OF LAWS 1960); MASTER OF LAWS 
(LONDON, 1971). 

ADMITTED BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR IN VICTORIA, PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA AND SOLOMONS. 

EMPLOYMENT: AS SOLICITOR, MELBOURNE, 1962. BY PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA GOVERNMENT FROM 1962, CHIEFLY IN LAW REFORM 
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AND LEGAL POLICY FIELDS. SINCE 1973 ADVISER ON 
INTERNATIONAL LAW TO DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND TRADE. 

LAW OF THE SEA: MEMBER AUSTRALIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
DELEGATION SEABED COMMITTEE GENEVA 1973; LOS CONFERENCE 
CARACAS 1974, GENEVA 1975. PAPUA NEW GUINEA DELEGATION 
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NEW YORK, 1976, SPRING AND SUMMER SESSIONS. MEMBER SEVERAL 
DELEGATIONS TO BOUNDARY NEGOTIATIONS INDONESIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
AND AUSTRALIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 

2. DABB IS EXTREMELY ARTICULATE AND WELL INFORMED. WE 

WOULD SUSPECT THAT HE HAS A HIGH LEVEL OF SKILLAND EFFECTIVENESS 
IN CONFERENCE POSITIONS. TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE IT IS 
DABB HIMSELF WHO HAS TAKEN GENERAL GPNG ATTITUDES AND 
FORMULATED THEM INTO SPECIFIC POSITION REGARDING LOS ISSUES. 

WE SUSPECT HE IS A PRIME INNOVATOR IN DEVELOPING MOST GPNG 
POSITIONS AND WOULD HAVE INDEPENDENCE FROM OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
OF HIS GOVERNMENT ON MOST MINOR ISSUES. WE SUSPECT THAT 
HAVING DEVELOPED THE MAIN SUBSTANTIVE POSITIONS FOR GPNG, 

HE WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO ABANDON THEM WITHOUT FULLY 
EXPLAINING REASONS THEREFORE AND RECEIVING CONCURRENCE FROM 
GPNG. HE IS EXPATRIATE AND HIS POSITION/PROMINENCE IN PNG 
IS RESULT OF HIS CONSIDERABLE ABILITY AND DESIRE TO 
PROMOTE LEGITIMATE GPNG OBJECTIVES. HE HAS FAVORABLE ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE UNITED STATES, IS SKILLED AT VERBAL ARGUMENT, 

AND EXTREMELY FRANK IN PROMOTING GPNG POSITIONS. HE HAS 
EXCELLENT RECALL, HAS STUDIED THE ISSUES IN DEPTH, HAS A 
DETAILED KNOWLEDGE OF POSITIONS OF OTHER PACIFIC STATES AND 
SHOULD NOT BE UNDERESTIMATED AS A NEGOTIATOR. HE CERTAINLY 
HAS BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF ENTIRE LOS SCENE THAN DOES AMB 
MATANE, WHOSE BIO IS ALREADY AVAILABLE DEPT, AND WE WOULD 
EXPECT THAT MATANE WILL DRAW EXTENSIVELY ON DABB'S BACKGROUND 
AND SKILLS. 

3. EMBASSY WILL POUCH SPECIFIC VIEWS ON GPNG ON MAJOR LOS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PORT M 00253 020004Z POSS DUPE 

ISSUES SOONEST. 
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